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Instrumentation

2 trumpets in C

horn in F

trombone

tuba

Duration: 18-20 mins

Program

My Brass Quintet is my very first piece, which I started writing while

I was a student at UNCSA during my sophmore year. It took me over

a year to just write what would become the second movement: Flight. 

I started working after having the amazing fortune to meet American

composer David Maslanka. He was an incredible inspiration for me

and meeting him in many ways convinced me that I had to try writing.

Originally I had plans for two extra movements, but because of more

pressing projects, I had to shelve it for 5 years. That was when I met 

tubist Akshat Jain at the Fresh Inc Festival held in Wisconsin in 2017.

We became friends and interested in working together. I mentioned

that I had a 'waltz' movement waiting to be completed and he asked

me to finish it for his quintet. It was certainly a strange experience

working with material that was five years old, and some of the first

music that I had ever written. I spent most of the summer of 2018

stitching together this quilt of movement, which much of it is 

comprised of fragments of other projects, including several unused

and unfinished quintets and an early string quartet. The first movement

is more complex than the sunny optimistic second. It weaves its way

through banal waltz figures to crunchy dissonances, finding its identity 

in contradiction and contrast. The second movement Flight  is probably

a little too fast. It functions in sort-of-rondo form with the main fanfare

theme recurring at pivotal moments of transition. The quiet section with

the muted running trumpets was written on a flight from Quebec to

Raleigh, which gave me inspiration for the title.

 -David Vess
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about the composer

other works for brass

Helvetica (2013 arr. 2017) for brass quintet

scatter/spark (2015) for brass quintet and piano

Thoughts from the Back Row (2013) for solo tuba

winter citrus shrine (2018) for trombone, guitar and double bass

Ignite (2017) for brass ensemble

Sunrise Fanfare (2017) for youth brass ensemble

David Vess is a New England based composer, conductor and musician. His

music has been characterized by a sensitivity to sonority, unrelenting energy

and evocative narratives. The Brockton Enterprise described the premiere of

his work Ignite as "a real barnburner." He was awarded the 2016 Roger

Sessions Memorial Composition Award at the Boston Conservatory. Vess'

music has been commissioned and performed in the US, Canada, Italy and

Japan by ensembles and soloists such as the Brockton Symphony Orchestra,

violinist Sharan Leventhal, cellist Kevin MacFarland, ShikiDuo, Boston Musica

Viva, and the International Contemporary Ensemble. Originally from Asheville,

North Carolina, David holds degrees from the Boston Conservatory and the 

University of North Carolina School of the Arts. David currently teaches tuba

and composition at Bridgewater State University. He is also on staff at the

Boston Conservatory at Berklee and Boston Philharmonic Youth Orchestra. 

He lives in Foxborough, MA.                                                                -2019

For more information, please visit davidvessmusic.com.
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